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the Religious Education Association. The 
morning sessions of the congress are to be 
given up to the discussion of the problems 
in the Sunday schools and public schools, 
the afternoon to the college problems, and 
the night programs to addresses on "Reli- 



gious Education and the New World Order." 
The speakers at the last-mentioned sessions 
include such well-known men as Chancellor 
David Starr Jordan, Commissioner P. P. 
Claxton, President H. C. King, President 
Joseph Swain, and President A. Ross Hill. 
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A German Scholar's Forecast of 
German Religion 

Professor Deissmann, of the University 
of Berlin, is sending weekly letters to various 
theological professors and others giving an 
account of the religious life in Germany dur- 
ing the War. In a recent letter he gives an 
outline of an address he gave upon "The 
War and the Ethico-Religious Renewal of 
National Life." After declaring that the 
war found Germany in the moment of 
"manifest intensification of religious and 
moral interest" and that it had caused "an 
unheard-of psycho-religious tension" in 
which the "destructive forces of war have 
proved to be the renewing agencies of the 
religious and moral life of our people," Pro- 
fessor Deissmann goes on to show how 
Christianity has been refined in Germany. 
He then raises the question as to whether a 
part of this new energy can be stored up for 
the future of Germany as a Christian coun- 
try. Regarding the spiritual force as called 
forth in this unparalleled struggle as a 
treasure intrusted to the German folk by 
God, Professor Deissmann sees in it the 
beginnings of a "congregation embracing 
the whole nation, which through bitter con- 
flict has become more superb and pure, 
stretching itself forth to the coming of the 
Kingdom of God." 

As belonging to the ethico-religious 
effects of the War, Professor Deissmann 
mentions: 

"a) The simplification of our entire eco- 
nomic life and the sanitation of our 
conception of the aim and the duties of 
our national existence. 



" b) The social, the interdenominational, and 
the inner Protestant state of harmony 
and peace. 

"c) A more heroic conception of Christian- 
ity as based upon Jesus and the gospel. 

"d) The deepening and enrichment of the 
soul, brought about by the immense 
sacrifices made, and thereby the more 
vigorous concentration upon the cer- 
tainty of eternal life which goes with 
it." 

This expression of a great scholar and 
earnest Christian is significant in what 
it omits as well as in what it expresses. 
Nothing is said as to the Christianizing of 
internationalism, nothing as to the Christian 
estimate of the morality of war. The fact 
that this address received the general ap- 
proval of the conference at which it was 
delivered, and especially when compared 
with recent utterances of Professor Troeltsch , 
may be taken as an indication that the gen- 
eral drift of the religious revival discovered 
by them in Germany is individualistic. 
That is, the principles of Jesus are applicable 
to the relations of individuals and religious 
bodies, but the relations of nations are to be 
determined by the ordinary course of poli- 
tics, without any attempt to substitute the 
sacrificial spirit of Jesus for the military 
spirit of David. 

The future alone can tell whether this is 
to be the final conception of the real content 
of the gospel message as set forth in the 
Sermon on the Mount, the Cross on the 
Mount, and the thirteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians. 
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How the Church Measures Up to Its 
New Problems in England 

Since the church failed to prevent war 
what is it doing to deal with the calamity ? 
This is a question which the Guardian, of 
June 10, 1015, answers with a resumS of 
what the Church of England has actually 
accomplished since the war-cloud broke 
upon Europe last August. The article deals 
exclusively with the situation in England 
and indicates five points at which the church 
has proved itself efficient. The influence 
exerted by the clergy throughout England 
during the first weeks of the war was evi- 
denced in the call to the nation, made 
by the Bishop of Canterbury in West- 
minster Abbey, in which he urged steadiness, 
self-control, and "sternest individual self- 
discipline and self-surrender." This mes- 
sage, heralded throughout the Empire, has 
acted as a tonic to the public, bracing them 
for the events which were to follow. When 
some German theologians sent forth an 
appeal "to the Evangelical Christians 
abroad," archbishops, bishops, and promi- 
nent nonconformists rendered to the nation 
an exceedingly valuable service by sending 
a reply. Then, too, many of the clergy 
responded to the call to enlist, and large 
numbers of others were about to do likewise 
when the archbishops declared that the 
special responsibility of the clergy at such 
a time was among their people at home. 
However, the most important service, and 
the most far-reaching in its results, which 
the church has rendered the army and navy, 
and nation alike, has been through her chap- 
lains, who have served the religious needs of 
the men in the training camps at home and 
in the trenches at the front. The honest en- 
deavor on the part of the church to respond 
to the increased responsibilities is seen when 
on each of the two occasions upon which the 
Canterbury houses have met since the 
beginning of the war members have ad- 
dressed themselves to such questions as 
"The Need of National Intercession," "The 
Insufficiency of Chaplains," "The Prob- 



lem of the Unmarried Wife and Mother," 
and at the February sitting a committee was 
appointed "to consider the subject of the 
church and the war and to bring up a 
report and resolutions as soon as possible." 
The "historic" letter, sent by the Bishop 
of Pretoria to the Times, sounded the call 
to a higher sense of national duty at a time 
when the nation seemed little aware of the 
gravity of the situation by which it was 
faced, and fell like a bombshell upon a com- 
placent people. Nor have thoughtful people 
been slow to recognize in this action of Dr. 
Turse another instance of how the church is 
able to furnish that stimulus which has 
been found so necessary to the country and 
Empire in the hour of trial. Thus has the 
church in England endeavored to aid in the 
cultivation of a higher sense of national duty. 

Consolidation oi Boards and Church 
Union 

A survey of the various denominational 
papers for the month of June invites atten- 
tion to the various efforts to consolidate 
mission boards and to push forward church 
union. The Lutherans are making an 
energetic effort to effect a union of the 
Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
America, the Hauges Norwegian Lutheran 
Synod, and the United Norwegian Lutheran 
Church. The American Lutheran Survey 
Qune 2) informs us that these three bodies 
represent more than 1,200 ministers, 3,000 
churches, and a communicant membership 
of 300,000. Representatives of the three 
church bodies met in Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, May 4 and 5 to discuss the constitu- 
tion which has been drawn up and adopted 
by the committee. Should all the three 
church bodies adopt the constitution — and 
present indications are that they will — there 
will be a joint meeting of the three church 
bodies at which each Synod will consider 
the constitution a second time separately 
and then the union will be effected. 

From Canada there came enthusiastic 
reports of the movement to unite the 
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Presbyterian, Methodist, and Congregational 
churches. The Continent (July i) contains 
the information that when the basis for 
union of these bodies was first submitted, in 
1 910, the vote in the Presbyterian Assembly 
was 180 to 73, while the vote of this present 
year was 368 to 74. Thus the anti-union 
vote has been reduced from 28 per cent to 
less than 17 per cent. 

And alongside of these efforts to bring 
religious bodies together the Congregation- 
alists and Baptists are each endeavoring to 
render their executive bodies more efficient 
by consolidation. The Congregationalists 
have received a proposal from a commission 
which was appointed to draft a plan for 
"such simplification or consolidation as 
shall seem expedient" of the various 
Congregational societies. According to the 
chart given in the Congregational and Chris- 
tian World the present arrangement of 
Congregational National Home Missionary 
Agencies contains six departments, but in 
the arrangement proposed by the com- 
mission there will be four large groups, con- 
taining in all ten smaller groups. However, 
this new plan seems to meet with a great 
deal of criticism, the main points being that 
it will not increase the efficiency of the 
societies but will increase the executive 
expense. 

The Northern Baptist Convention held 
at Los Angeles (May 20) received a report 
from its Commission on Efficiency of 
Administration of Co-operating Organiza- 
tions. This report had to do in the main 
with the Home Mission and Publication 
Societies, which societies duplicate each 
others' work, and experience undue irrita- 
tion within the different states. The com- 
mission recommends that the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society and the 
American Baptist Publication Society be 
consolidated into one organization; that 
the editorial and publishing activities 
remain at Philadelphia and all other depart- 
ments be established in New York; that 
the consolidation be consummated by a 
committee of men having no official con- 



nection with either society. It appears 
that the commission has other changes in 
mind but the above-mentioned recon- 
struction to be acted upon in 1016 calls 
most loudly for immediate action, and it 
alone is sufficient for the denomination to 
undertake at one time. 

Thus it is abundantly evident that the 
various religious bodies are recognizing 
the need for executive efficiency in their 
organization. 

Religions Work at Chautauqua 

A very important work is being done at 
Chautauqua in the department of religious 
education This Mother Chautauqua, as it 
is commonly called, has never yet yielded to 
the desire to be merely a summer resort with 
entertainment attached It does serious 
work in all its departments, while it main- 
tains the greatest assembly program on the 
continent. The religious work is under the 
general direction of Dean Shailer Mathews 
of the University of Chicago and Miss 
Georgia L. Chamberlin of the American 
Institute of Sacred Literature. For the 
summer among the speakers and lecturers 
will be Professor Lewis Bayles Paton, 
of Hartford Theological Seminary; Rev. 
Jesse L. Hurlbut, a well-known public 
speaker; President S. B. McCormick of the 
University of Pittsburgh; Bishop F. J. 
McConnell; Rev. Nehemiah Boynton, of 
Brooklyn; Rev. C. W. Gilkey, of Chicago; 
Bishop C. D. Williams, of Detroit; Dr. John 
A. Rice, of St. Louis; Rev. Charles E. Jeffer- 
son, of Brooklyn; and Rev. Frank W. Gun- 
saulus, of Chicago. 

The week of August 2 2-27 will be devoted 
to "Christianity and International Affairs." 
During this period a women's council of 
foreign missions will hold a great institute 
under the management of Mrs. Helen B. 
Montgomery. More than a thousand 
women have been registered at this institute 
in the past. Practically the entire programs 
of the assembly during this week will be 
upon this subject. Thus is offered a unique 
opportunity for Christian workers. 



